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MASSES: 
Saturday – (Lower Church), 8:45 a.m., 12:10, 5:00 p.m., (English) &  
7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Sunday  (Lower Church)  7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:15 AM & 11:45 AM (Chinese) 
1:30 p.m. (Spanish), 3:00 p.m. (Vietnamese) & 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday – (Upper Church) 10:15 a.m., (Spanish) & 12:15 p.m. (English) 
Weekdays – 6:45, 8:45 a.m., 12:10 P.M., 6:45 p.m. Tues & Thurs (Spanish) 
Holy Days – (Eve of) 6:15 p.m. (English); 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
6:45, 8:45 a.m., 12:10, 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
BAPTISMS: 

Baptisms are administered in Spanish on the 3rd Saturday of the month and in 
English on the 4th Saturday of the Month.  To register for the required classes and 
interview, come to the Rectory office. 

 

RECONCILIATION: 
Wednesday – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 P.M. & 6:45 p.m. 
Saturday – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 

MARRIAGES: 
Please make reservations at least 8 MONTHS in advance and before engaging your 
reception hall.  Only parishioners who live within the parish boundaries may be 
married at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

In any danger of death or serious illness, please call the rectory promptly.  
Phone 718-492-9200. 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesday – after 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. Masses. 
Spanish Novena & Mass 6:45 p.m. (Lower Church) 

 

First Friday:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 12:10 P.M.  Mass until 7:00 P.M.  
Healing Mass – 7:30 p.m. on First Friday 

 

First Saturday:  The Fatima Rosary is recited 12:45 p.m. 
 

RECTORY HOURS: 
Monday to Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday:  9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The office will close on Legal Holidays at 2:00 p.m.  Urgent sick calls any hour.   

BASILICA OF 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

 

PHONE: 492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 
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MISAS: 
Sábado – (Iglesia de Abajo)  8:45 a.m. & 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (en Ingles), &  
7:00 p.m. (en Español) 
Domingo – (Iglesia de Abajo) 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:15 a.m., 11:45 (Chínese), 
1:30 p.m. (Español), 3:00 p.m. (Vietnamita) & 6:00 p.m. 
Domingo – (Iglesia de Arriba) 10:15 a.m. (en Español) & 12:15 p.m. (en Ingles) 
Durante la Semana - 6:45, 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:45 p.m. Martes & Jueves 
(en Español) 
Días de Guardar – (Vísperas) 6:15, 7:30 p.m. (en Español) 
Día de La Fiesta – 6:45, 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Español) 

 

SACRAMENTOS: 
BAUTISMO: 

Los Bautizos serán en Español el 3er Sábado de cada mes, y en Ingles el 4to Sábado de 
cada mes. 

 Para las clases y entrevista requisitas favor de registrarse en la Oficina 
 de la Rectoría. 
 
RECONCILIACION (CONFESIONES): 

Miércoles – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 & 6:45 p.m. 
Sábado – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 
MATRIMONIO: 

Favor de hacer reservaciones en la Iglesia, por los menos OCHO MESES de antemano, 
antes de alquilar el salón de recepción. 

 
SACRAMENTO DE LOS ENFERMOS:  
   En caso de emergencia, llamen 492-9200 a cualquier hora. 
 
DEVOCIONES: 
Novena a la Virgen del Perpetuo Socorro: 

Miércoles – Después de la misa de las 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
Misa y Devoción en Español a las 6:45 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo) 

 

Primer Viernes:  Exposición del Santísimo después de la misa de las 12:10 hasta las  
   7:00 p.m. Misa de Curación - 7:30 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo). 
 

Primer Sábado:  El Rosario en honor a la Virgen de Fátima se reza a las 12:45 p.m. 
 

HORAS DE OFICINA: 
 Lunes a Jueves: 9:00 a.m. -  8:00 p.m. 

Viernes y Sábado:   9:00 a.m. -  7:00 p.m. 
Domingo:   9:00 a.m. -  1:30 p.m. 
La oficina va a estar cerrada los días feriados a las 2:00 p.m. 

BASILICA DE NUESTRA 
SEÑORA PERPETUO SOCORRO 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

CASA PARROQUIAL: 492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 128 Abril 2020 NRO. 3 
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From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk  
Dear Parishioners and Friends of O.L.P.H., 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Happy Easter to each of you 
and your families! May the power and new life of 
Jesus fill your hearts with hope and joy this Easter of 
2020! 

In March of 2016 I began the Monthly Messenger with the refrain 
“March winds bring April showers bring May flowers.” March 2020 
has delivered a full-blown pandemic to April 2020, the breadth of 
which, I’m sure, no one has seen in their lifetime. The Spanish Flu in 
1918-1919 caused up to 50 million deaths worldwide. The 
coronavirus – COVID-19 – is also worldwide and has not yet reached 
its peak. I looked for information on the way the church handled the 
pandemic 100 years ago. All public gatherings were shut down, 
including churches. 

Here we are today in the same situation: our churches, rectories and 
schools closed, and virtual celebration of the Mass with Spiritual 
Communion since we cannot receive the Eucharist sacramentally. I 
recently wrote this in the parish bulletin for March 22nd: “Way, way 
back in the earliest times of the Christian community, church 
happened in the homes of the faithful. We are invited to that same 
experience now. The bishops at the Second Vatican Council in the 
1960s called the family the domestic church – or as I like to say the 
church-at-home.” This is the key for us as church during these times, 
to be the “church-at-home”, 2 or 3 gathered in Jesus’ name and he is 
there with us. There are many activities in each family each day: the 
children have their school lessons by internet, parents are more 
involved in their learning, some work from home, movies and games 
to entertain the family. Please make sure there are moments of prayer 
and faith everyday. The daily readings can be found on the OLPH 
web page: http://olphbkny.org/. Also www.sadlier.com has some 
prayer resources for children that look interesting (click on “For 
Religious Resources). 

Each morning we, priests of OLPH, celebrate Mass for the 
announced intentions of each day and for the needs of all our 
parishioners. The weekly bulletin is posted on the OLPH web page: 
www.olphbkny.org and on Facebook: English page is “OLPH 

http://olphbkny.org/
http://www.sadlier.com
http://www.olphbkny.org
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Brooklyn”, Spanish page is “Charles McDonald” (guess who set that 
up!). We are streaming Sunday Masses on Facebook: 9 a.m. in 
English, 10:15 a.m. in Spanish, 11:45 a.m. in Chinese, 3 p.m. in 
Vietnamese. And the OLPH Wednesday novena at 12:45 p.m. in 
English, 7:30 p.m. in Spanish. Part of being church-at-home is daily 
prayer time and watching and praying the Sunday Mass on Facebook. 
I invite you to “follow us.” 

Many parishioners are sick with the virus, and some have died. Let’s 
pray daily for them and their family and friends. May God show us 
his mercy and deliver us from this virus. May Mary, our Mother of 
Perpetual Help, protect us and give us the hope and joy of her Risen 
Son, Jesus.  

Fraternally, 

Fr. Jim Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Pastor  

 

 

Apreciados Parroquianos y Amigos de Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo 
Socorro, 

¡Cristo ha resucitado! ¡Aleluya! ¡Felices Pascuas de Resurrección! 
¡Que el poder y la nueva vida de Jesús llenen nuestros corazones de 
esperanza y gozo en esta Pascua del 2020! 

En marzo del 2016 comencé el Monthly Messenger con el refrán: 
“Los vientos de marzo conducen a las lluvias de abril que producen 
las flores de mayo.” Marzo del 2020 nos ha dejado una pandemia 
cuyas dimensiones nadie jamás ha visto en su vida. La Influenza 
Española de 1918 a 1919 causó la muerte de unos 50 millones en el 
mundo. El coronavirus – COVID-19 – también está en todos los 
países del mundo, y todavía no ha llegado a su punto máximo. 
Busqué información sobre la manera que las iglesias se manejaban en 
aquella pandemia. Toda concurrencia pública estaba cancelada, 
incluso de las iglesias. 

Así mismo nos encontramos hoy: nuestras iglesias, rectorías y 
escuelas cerradas, y la celebración de la Misa con Comunión 
Espiritual por internet ya que no podemos recibir la Eucaristía 

Desde el Escritorio del PárrocoDesde el Escritorio del Párroco  
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sacramentalmente. En el boletín del 22 de marzo escribí: “En los 
primeros tiempos de la comunidad cristiana se hacía iglesia en los 
hogares de los fieles. Ahora nos invitan a la misma experiencia. Los 
obispos presentes en el Concilio Vaticano Segundo en los años 1960 
dieron el nombre de “iglesia doméstica” a la familia – o sea, como yo 
suelo decirlo, iglesia-en-casa.” A esto nos invita en estos tiempos, a 
ser iglesia-en-casa, donde 2 o 3 están reunidos en el nombre de Jesús 
y él está presente con nosotros. Cada familia tiene muchas 
actividades cada día: los niños tienen sus lecciones escolares por 
internet, los padres se involucran más en el aprendizaje de sus hijos, 
algunos trabajan desde la casa, hay películas y juegos para entretener 
a la familia. Aseguren que haya momentos de oración y fe todos los 
días en la vida familiar. Las lecturas diarias se encuentran en la 
página de internet de la parroquia: http://olphbkny.org/. También en 
www.sadlier.com encontrarán algunos recursos interesantes para los 
hijos (haga click en “For Religious Resources”). 

Cada mañana nosotros, los padres de NSPS, celebramos la Misa 
juntos por las intenciones del día y por las necesidades de todos los 
parroquianos. El boletín cada semana se encuentra en la página de 
internet de la parroquia: www.olphbkny.org y en Facebook: la página 
en ingles es “OLPH Brooklyn”, la página en español es “Charles 
McDonald.” Las Misas dominicales se transmiten por Facebook: a 
las 9 a.m. en inglés, a las 10:15 a.m. en español, a las 11:45 a.m. en 
chino, y a las 3 p.m. en vietnamita. Además, transmitimos la Novena 
del N.S. del Perpetuo Socorro de los miércoles en inglés a las 12:45 
p.m. y en español a las 7:30 p.m. Ser iglesia-en-casa significa 
celebrar el momento de oración y fe cada día y participar en la Misa 
por Facebook los domingos. Les invito a “follow us.” 

Muchos parroquianos están enfermos por el virus y algunos han 
fallecido. Recemos diariamente por ellos, y por sus familiares y 
amigos. Que Dios nos muestre su misericordia y nos libere de este 
virus. Que María, Nuestra Madre del Perpetuo Socorro, nos proteja y 
nos dé la esperanza y gozo de su Hijo Resucitado, Jesús.  

Fraternalmente, 

P. Santiago Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Párroco 

 

http://olphbkny.org/
http://www.sadlier.com
http://www.olphbkny.org
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I have always felt that it is 
easier to preach a sermon on 
Good Friday rather than on 
Easter Sunday. That may 
sound strange to you since 
Easter is such a day of joy 
and Good Friday is a time of 
sadness and sorrow. But the 
truth is we are all very 
familiar with death and loss, 
pain and suffering. It does 
not take faith to believe in 
death; it is such a very real 

part of our journey of life. We have all lost family members and 
friends and it has broken our hearts. We have read about mass 
shootings, holocausts, savage wars, epidemics, accidents, natural 
disasters, and famines where hundreds and thousands of people have 
died. We know that no one, not even us, will escape an ending to 
our natural life.  

Ah, but resurrection is harder to see and capture with words. But I 
believe, as the Scriptures promise: life is stronger than death, and 
we do feel in our bones, in our hearts, in our souls that there is life 
beyond what we see here on earth. I think these words of the great 
American playwright Thornton Wilder capture that reality with 
these words from his great play Our Town that are spoken by the 
stage manager to the audience: We all know that something is 
eternal. And it ain’t houses and it ain’t names, and it ain’t earth, 
and it ain’t even the stars . . . everybody knows in their bones that 
something is eternal, and that something has to do with human 
beings. All the greatest people who ever lived have been telling us 
that for five thousand years and yet you’d be surprised how people 
are always losing hold of it. There’s something way down deep 
that’s eternal about every human being.  You know that.  

We are blessed to live in an area with a change of climate. As the 
death of winter passes, we delight and cherish the new life that is 
breaking forth all around us. Nature proclaims resurrection and new 
life. We live this amazing cycle every year. An even more obvious 
one is night and day, sleep and being awake. Even though I try to 
stay up and watch the last innings of the Met game, my eyes grow 
heavy and I move to sleepiness. We sleep and cease to be alive to 
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the world around us. Then, at 6:00 am, my radio announces that the 
Mets have lost another game. The day has begun. As much as a life 
can be a routine, I have never found that no two days have even been 
exactly the same. Each day has its own experiences and nuances. It is 
a new day. What will the day bring? Could we not say that each day 
we awake is a sort of mini-resurrection that speaks to us of the divine 
reality of eternal life promised by Jesus? 

Any analogy discussing the Resurrection of Jesus will be inadequate 
for this awesome mystery, but I am thinking of two stories that have 
been in the recent news that speak to me of moving from death to 
life. The first may strike you as a bit of stretch, but I am thinking of 
Tiger Woods, my long lost cousin, who recently won the Masters 
Golf Tournament to the great shock of all experts. Now aspects of the 
golfer’s life in the past do not make him a candidate for canonization. 
Still, as I thought of all that he has experienced in the last decade, 
public humiliation brought on by his actions, a significant number of 
injuries that demanded serious surgeries, and the very process of an 
athlete getting older and losing some skills, I felt he would never win 
a big tournament again. He himself was ready to retire two years ago 
since his back was so bad. Now he is on the covers of magazines and 
the most recognized athlete in America and, for me, an image of 
resurrection. 

The second image of resurrection, of moving from death to life, that I 
have been feeling is that of the tragic fire at Notre Dame Cathedral in 
Paris, a church which I once had the opportunity to visit. The initial 
reactions of the citizens of Paris, and people throughout the world, to 
seeing their beloved icon in flames, were to weep. But, when I saw 
the people of one of the most secularized countries in Europe, in 
particular the young, watching the flames as they sang hymns and 
recited the rosary, I saw a faith, perhaps that had been buried deep in 
the hearts of many, come to life for a time. Then, I watched in awe as 
many men and women risked their lives to recover the sacred images, 
relics and art from the church. It was good to know that this 800 year 
old cathedral was not just a museum to the past, but a proclamation 
of faith. Then, flowed the immediate promises of the rich and poor, 
secular and religious, to speak to the reality that the serious damage 
must be repaired and the glory of Notre Dame restored. Death to 
Life! Resurrection! When I first watched the fire on the news, I 
thought maybe it is terrorism.  It clearly seems not to have been. And 
in a world where Christians and Moslems often experience great 
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mistrust of one another, I was happy to read the following: Kamel 
Kabtane,, a leader of the French Moslem community said the 
following: “We call on Muslims in France to show their solidarity by 
actively participating in the national solidarity campaign that will be 
launched to find ways to rebuild this place of history of our country 
and this place of prayer so dear to our Christian brothers.  A hint of 
resurrection and new life!  

For two thousand years we have been proclaiming the resurrection of 
Jesus. I will conclude with the words of one of the greatest witnesses 
of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. St Paul the Apostles says, The 
first thing I did was place before you what was placed so 
emphatically before me: that the Messiah died for our sins, exactly as 
Scripture tells it; that he was buried; that he was raised from death 
on the third day, again exactly as Scripture says; that he presented 
himself alive to Peter, then to his closest followers, and later to more 
than five hundred of his followers all at the same time, most of them 
still around (although a few have since died); that he then spent time 
with James and the rest of those he commissioned to represent him; 
and that he finally presented himself alive to me. 

Father Patrick Woods, C.Ss.R. 
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Foot Washing 
John 13:1-15 

An imaginary reflection of Jesus’ mind and heart at the Last Supper 

I hadn’t planned to wash their feet when the Passover meal began.  
Passover was always my favorite time of year.  That night however I was 
very sad, and distracted.  I didn’t have to be the Son of God, to feel the 
tension, to know that things were coming to a boiling point.  I had known 
for a while that there were plans to “eliminate” me.  I was a problem.  I was 
inconvenient.  I rocked the boat.  I challenged the status quo.  Worst of all I 
told the truth. 

I grew up in the Jewish faith.  It is my spiritual home.  I love our history, 
our traditions, and our life of prayer.  I love the fidelity of all of those who 
went before us, who held on to our faith, during slavery in Egypt and 
Babylon.  I love the Law that God gave Moses to guide his people.  But I 
love the God who gave us the Law even more.  The Law was our light in 
the darkness. When God created the world, he made beauty and order come 
forth from chaos.  I see the Law like God’s gift of creation, beautiful. 

Something terrible had happened to the heart of our faith.  Concretely the 
religious leaders had corrupted it.  They had made the trappings of the law, 
more important than the essence of the Law.  How did this happen?  When 
did the loving expression of God’s care for his children become a memory 
game, a game of finding loopholes?  When did the lawyer-types push the 
lovers of God out? 

My Father had warned my ancestor King David who wanted to build a 
Temple for me.  “When did I ever ask for a Temple?  I had accompanied 
my people on their journey.  The meeting tent was the place of my glory.  If 
you build a Temple you will be tempted to think that it is your work, and 
that you can contain, and restrain God.” 

When did the business of the Temple become more important than the 
worship of the Temple?  When did a building become more important than 
the people?  The human heart is a Temple, the dwelling place of God.  
When did the Temple become a false god, an idol, and the servants of the 
Law become “blind guides” leading God’s people astray? 

One day I came in to the Temple.  I saw the stalls of those doing business in 
the Temple.  I saw the moneychangers.  I overheard their pitch, 

“Oh no dear, you can’t buy doves, or lambs with that money you have.  
That money has the face of Caesar on it.  Caesar is our oppressor.  He 
thinks of himself as a god.  Remember the first commandment, ‘You shall 
not have false gods or make graven images.’  Caesar is a false god, and it’s 
his graven image on those coins.  I will change your coins, for the holy 
currency of the Temple.” 
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The exchange rate was criminal.  They were stealing from the poor, the 
pious country people who wanted to fulfill their faith obligations.  They had 
bought their permission to do business in the Temple, from the Temple 
leaders, who lived very comfortable lives.  It was so corrupt.  It was a 
desecration of all that is Holy.  I could not abide this any more.  I went and 
announced that this was an abomination, that they should leave. Then I 
overturned their tables, their coins scattering on the floor.  “This is a house 
of prayer.  You have made it a den of thieves!” 

Just a few days ago, I was in the Temple.  A group of men had dragged a 
woman who was clinging to a sheet; they threw her at my feet.  She was 
dirty and bloody.  They were screaming, 

“We caught this woman in the very act of committing adultery.  The Law 
says we have the right to stone her.  What do you say?” 

These men were the worst example of the corruption of the Law.  It was the 
worst kind of hypocrisy.  They had wrapped their “righteous rage” in the 
cloak of religion.  I saw right through them.  They cared little for the Law, 
they wanted to trap me, and they were using this poor woman as a way to 
get to me.  

I began to write on the ground, then straightened up and looked at each of 
them for a long time.  I said that the one who had never sinned should be 
the first to throw the stone. Then I looked at each one again and they cast 
their eyes down and went away.  

Then I gave the woman a cloak, asked some of my women friends to take 
her with them, and help her clean up.  I told her that God forgives all you 
have done. 

Well you can’t embarrass publicly the powers that be without 
consequences.  I had been waiting at any time for their reaction.  I was sure 
I was going to be arrested.  All this has been happening so fast.  I try to see 
my Father’s plan in all of this, by Father’s been very quiet lately. 

“Father, I need you, do not abandon me.” 

When we got to the upper room that our friend had lent us for our Passover 
feast, I could feel the evil that was outside, crackling with electricity like 
before a storm, had come into our circle.  It was a powerful, dark presence.  
Only I and the person who had given his life over to the Evil One knew it.  
The rest were fighting and elbowing their ways to places of honor.  I had 
picked these men.  I had prayed for them, prayed with them.  I had shared 
and lived with them, taught them.  But it was like in that moment they had 
forgotten everything.  They were like little puppies fighting over a bone. 

I stood up.  That got their attention.  I stripped down to my undergarments.  
I took a jug of water and a bar of almond oil soap that our host had left 
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nearby.  I tied a towel around my waist.  I knelt down in front of Peter. 

He was startled,” What are you doing, Teacher?” 

“I’m going to wash your feet.” 

“Why?” 

“Because they’re dirty and it is nice to have clean feet.” 

“You can’t do that!” 

“I can if you take your sandals off and let me.” 

“I mean you shouldn’t be doing it, it’s slave work.” 

“Didn’t your mother bathe you when you were little?  She wasn’t a slave, 
she loved you.” 

“You’re not going to wash my feet, it’s not right!” 

“Did I call you “Rock” because your head was so hard?” 

“I don’t understand.” 

“I know, but you will later.  Peter, please, let me wash your feet.  This is 
important to me and to all of you.  I want you to never forget this moment.” 

He said some variation of the same thing he said when I asked him in the 
beginning to lower his nets out a little deeper to catch some fish.  It didn’t 
make sense then, they had worked all night, and this didn’t make sense. 

“If you say so, then wash me, wash my feet, and wash all of me.” 

I started with Peter.  I took my time.  I massaged his big calloused feet 
lathering them with the soap.  He was ashamed of his feet.  I washed them 
and then rinsed them and dried them with the towel.  I think he was 
beginning to understand what I was doing.  He called me Teacher, and now 
I was teaching. 

I went to each of them.  I took my time with each of them. 

I came to Judas.  His feet were shaking.  It was like he wanted to run away.  
I looked at him and saw a terrible darkness in his eyes.  They were full of 
sad tears.  It was then that I knew that it was he who would betray me, he 
who had given his life to the Evil One.  I kissed his feet.  I wanted to tell 
him with that kiss. 

“Judas, I love you, I have always loved you.  I will always love you.” 

With all that, I did not seem able to reach that dark part of his soul with my 
love. 

“Father forgive him, he knows not what he is doing.” 

“Do you understand what I just did?  I am the Teacher.  You will forget 
most of the words I taught you.  Do not forget this.  You must be servants 
of each other.”  

My heart was breaking, my long night of sorrow and pain just beginning. 

“Father take this cup of suffering away from me, but not my will, your will 
be done.” 

Father John McKenna, C.Ss.R. 
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The following is taken from the Office of Readings for Holy 
Saturday. Those who attend the recitation of the Office during 
Holy Week will have heard it before.  However, there are many, for 
various reasons, who are unable to attend the Liturgy of the Hours 
and, therefore, miss hearing this beautiful reading.  It is for them 
that we provide this opportunity to know it.   

From an ancient homily on Holy Saturday 

The Lord descends into hell 

Something strange is happening – there is a great silence on earth today, a 
great silence and stillness.  The whole earth keeps silence because the King 
is asleep.  The earth trembled and is still because God has fallen asleep in the 
flesh and he has raised up all who have slept ever since the world began.  
God has died in the flesh and hell trembles with fear. 

He has gone to search for our first parent, as for a lost sheep.  Greatly 
desiring to visit those who live in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
he has gone to free from sorrow the captives Adam and Eve, he who is 
both God and the son of Eve.  The Lord approached them bearing the 
cross, the weapon that had won him the victory.  At the sight of him 
Adam, the first man he had created, struck his breast in terror and cried 
out to everyone: “My Lord be with you all.”  Christ answered him: “And 
with your spirit.” He took him by the hand and raised him up, saying: 
“Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead, and Christ will give you 
light.” 

I am your God, who for your sake have become your son.  Out of love 
for you and for your descendants I now by my own authority command 
all who are held in bondage to come forth, all who are in darkness to be 
enlightened, all who are sleeping to arise.  I order you, O sleeper, to 
awake.  I did not create you to be held a prisoner in hell.  Rise from the 
dead, for I am the life of the dead.  Rise up, work of my hands, you who 
were created in my image.  Rise, let us leave this place, for you are in me 
and I am in you; together we form only one person and we cannot be 
separated. 

For your sake I, your God, became your son; I, the Lord, took the form of a 
slave; I, whose home is above the heavens, descended to the earth and 
beneath the earth. For your sake, for the sake of man, I became like a man 
without help, free among the dead.  For the sake of you, who left a garden, I 
was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, and I was crucified in a garden. 
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See on my face the spittle I received in order to restore to you the life I 
once breathed into you. See there the marks of the blows I received in 
order to refashion your warped nature in my image. On my back see the 
marks of the scourging I endured to remove the burden of sin that weighs 
upon your back.  See my hands, nailed firmly to a tree, for you who once 
wickedly stretched out your hand to a tree. 

I slept on the cross and a sword pierced my side for you who slept in 
paradise and brought forth Eve from your side. My side has healed the 
pain in yours.  My sleep will rouse you from your sleep in hell.  The 
sword that pierced me has sheathed the sword that was turned against 
you. 

Rise, let us leave this place. The enemy led you out of the earthly 
paradise. I will not restore you to that paradise, but I will enthrone you in 
heaven. I forbade you the tree that was only a symbol of life, but see, I 
who am life itself am now one with you. I appointed cherubim to guard 
you as slaves are guarded, but now I make them worship you as God. 
The throne formed by cherubim awaits you, its bearers swift and eager. 
The bridal chamber is adorned, the banquet is ready, the eternal dwelling 
places are prepared, the treasure houses of all good things lie open. The 
kingdom of heaven has been prepared for you from all eternity. 
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The Feast of Divine Mercy  
First Sunday After Easter 

 

From the diary of a young Polish nun, a special 
devotion began spreading throughout the world in the 
1930s.  On the first Sunday of Lent, February 22, 1931, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is reported to have granted a 
vision of Himself to Sister (Saint) Maria Faustina 
Kowalska of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady 
of Mercy in the city of Plock in Poland. 

She saw Him clothed in an ankle-length white garment.  His right hand was 
raised in blessing: the left was touching His garment at the breast where, 
from beneath the garment lightly drawn aside, two large rays were coming 
forth as though from His Heart.  The ray to the left of the onlooker was red 
in color; the ray to the right was pale, that is colorless, like clear crystal.   

After Sister Faustina had gazed intently at the vision for awhile with 
emotions of deep reverence and great joy, Jesus gave her these instructions: 

Paint an image according to the pattern you see, with the 
signature: Jesus, I trust in You!  I desire that this image be 
venerated, first in your chapel, and then throughout the world. 

I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not 
perish.  I also promise victory over its enemies already here 
on earth, especially at the hour of death.  I Myself will 
defend it before My Father.   

I am the King of Mercy.  I desire that this image be 
displayed in public on the first Sunday after Easter.  That 
Sunday is the Feast of Mercy. 

Celebration of the first Sunday after Easter as “Divine Mercy Sunday” (formerly 
known as “Low Sunday”) was approved worldwide by Pope John Paul II.   

Saint Faustina then heard these words coming from God the Father: 

Through the Word Incarnate I make known the bottomless 
depth of My mercy.   

Further, in prayer she received the inner understanding that these words 
must be clearly in evidence on the image: “Jesus, I trust in You.” 

When her spiritual director asked about the meaning of the rays, she 
received this explanation from the Lord: 

The two rays denote Blood and Water.  The pale ray stands 
for the Water which makes souls righteous.  The red ray 
stands for the Blood which is the life of souls.  These two 
rays issued forth from the very depths of My tender mercy 
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when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the 
cross… Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter, for 
the just hand of God shall not lay hold of him.   

After the original image had been painted at the request of Sister Faustina’s 
confessor, he had it hung in the corridor of a convent adjacent to the church 
of which he was the Rector.  Jesus told His confidante: 

Tell the confessor that the image is to be on view in the 
church and not within the enclosure of the convent it’s in.  
By means of this image I shall be granting many graces to 
souls; so let every soul have access to it.   

The message is nothing new, but is a reminder of what the Church has 
always taught through scripture and tradition: that God is merciful and 
forgiving and that we, too, must show mercy and forgiveness. But in the 
Divine Mercy devotion, the message takes on a powerful new focus, 
calling people to a deeper understanding that God’s love is unlimited and 
available to everyone - especially the greatest sinners.  He is always ready 
to give them another chance to change their lives.   

Besides the devotion to the image of our Lord as Divine Mercy, he 
recommended the recitation of a chaplet on the regular five decade rosary 
beads to His Divine Mercy.  In particular, the recitation of the chaplet at 3 
PM each day, to honor the hour that Christ died.  To recite the chaplet, the 
first bead is used to recite three times the prayer dictated to Sister Faustina.   

 O Blood and Water, 
 Which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus 
 As a fount of mercy for us, 
 I trust in You! 

On the next three beads, the Our Father, Hail Mary and Apostles Creed are 
recited.  On each Our Father bead, for the next five decades, the following 
should be recited. 

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and 
the sins of the whole world.   

On each Hail Mary bead, recite the following: 

For the sake of His sorrowful passion, have mercy 
on us and on the whole world.   

At the end, on the rosary centerpiece, recite the following three times: 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world.   
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St. Kateri Tekawitha 
Feast Day:   April 17 

 

We in New York State, even though it was a long time 
ago, should be proud that our state is the home of the 
first American Indian to be canonized by the Catholic 
Church. 

In the life of Kateri Tekawitha, we find a young Indian 
girl, daughter of a Christian Algonquin mother and a 
non-Christian Mohawk father, born in the region west of 
Albany, now known as Auriesville in 1656. It was the 
place where the Jesuit, St. Isaac Jogues and his 
companions lived and were martyred. Her mother may 

well have been converted by one of these Jesuits. Her parents died of a 
smallpox epidemic which left her at the age of four with a badly scarred face 
and poor eyesight. She was raised by an uncle bitterly opposed to Christianity. 
When she was ten in 1666, Kateri moved with the Mohawks to a new village 
on the north side of the Mohawk River near the present city of Fonda, NY.   

When Kateri was 18 years of age, she began instructions in the Catholic Faith in 
secret. Her uncle finally relented and gave his consent for Kateri to become a 
Christian, provided that she did not try to leave the Indian village. For joining 
the Catholic Church, Kateri was ridiculed and scorned by villagers. She was 
subjected to unfair accusations and her life was threatened. Nearly two years 
after her baptism at what is now the Kateri Shrine in Fonda, she escaped to the 
Mission of St. Francis Xavier, a settlement of Christian Indians in Canada. Here 
she was known for her gentleness, kindness and good humor. On Christmas 
Day 1677, Kateri made her first holy communion and on the Feast of the 
Annunciation in 1679 made a vow of perpetual virginity. She also offered 
herself to the Blessed Mother Mary to accept her as a daughter.  

During her time in Canada, Kateri taught prayers to children and worked with 
the elderly and sick. During the last years of her life, Kateri endured great 
suffering from a serious illness. She died on April 17, 1680, shortly before her 
24th birthday, and was buried in Kahnawake, Quebec, Canada. Kateri’s final 
words were…“Jesus – Mary – I love you.”  Witnesses reported that within a few 
minutes of her death, the pock marks from smallpox completely vanished and 
her face shone with radiant loveliness. She would be a good saint to pray to and 
help keep us safe in these days of the current pandemic.  

Before her death, Kateri promised her friends that she would continue to 
love and pray for them in heaven.  Both Native Americans and settlers 
immediately began praying for her heavenly intercession. Several people, 
including a priest who attended Kateri during her last illness, reported that 
Kateri had appeared to them and many healing miracles were attributed to 
her. We celebrate her feast day on April 19.   



18 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Academy of 
Brooklyn has been using distance learning since 
March 16th due to the covid-19 pandemic.  Our 
students have been keeping up with their academics 

in a variety of ways.  The Junior High students are learning and 
keeping up with their curriculum on Google classroom, teachers are 
having meetings online with classes to keep in touch and younger 
grades have used many great websites to help students continue 
learning reading, writing and math.  Students have enjoyed seeing 
each other as well in online meetings. 

Since the mandate for distance learning, the faculty has continued 
learning as well. They have been taking numerous workshops to 
provide better utilization of programs that are available to help offer 
instruction until we return to school. Many sites which previously 
required a paid membership are being offered free to educators, 
which gives many more opportunities for teachers to help students. 

Mrs. Tyndall is working with the Office of the Superintendent and 
the Board in order to continue the administration of the school and 
in developing long range plans for the next school year--2020-2021. 

Registration is ongoing.  Our school website - olphcab.org has 
access to the registration forms by using the admissions button, then 
the green Register online button and contact Mrs. Tyndall with 
questions about payments for registration or re-registration at 
mtyndall@olphcab.org  

As a family at O.L.P.H. Catholic Academy of Brooklyn, we pray 
for all of those who work tirelessly to help those who are sick and 
thank them for saving lives and offering words of comfort when 
they themselves need comforting. We thank all who have continued 
to keep our city up and running and pray you remain safe, may God 
bless you and keep you safely in the palm of his hand. 
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Pre-K 3 Eric Giao 

Pre-K 4 Olivia Wei 

Kindergarten Jennifer Lin 

1st Grade Erick Constante 

2nd Grade Sophie Lu 

3rd Grade Actara Bargas 

4th Grade Alex Then 

5th Grade Chloe Azapinto 

6th Grade Angelica Sucizhanay 

7th Grade Winnie Chen 

8th Grade Thomas Vega 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

February • Citizenship 

Raffle 

REMOTE LEARNING 
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March 14 
Jose Luis Vasquez-Tenecela & Erika Tatiana Toledo-Medina 

Alexander Morales March 12 
Jeane Shea March 13 
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ANNOUNCED MASSES 
April 2020 

Wednesday, April 1 

Purgatorian Society 

+William Morris (birthday) 

Thanksgiving to OLPH 

+Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 

 

Thursday, April 2 

Purgatorian Society 

Lucas Zocche 

Marie Joseline Vertil 

Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 

Friday, April 3 

Purgatorian Society 

+Christopher Serrano 

 

Saturday, April 4 

Purgatorian Society  

+Dorothy Ward 

Living/deceased members of the 

Sweeney, Watters & Moakler 

Family 

+Juan Eduardo Moscol Tobar 

 

Sunday, April 5 

For the People of the Parish  

+Marcelina Ruiz 

+Michael Doyle 

+Anna E. Stacey (anniversary) 

+Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 

Purgatorian Society 

+Aracelis Abreu Leung 

+Maria Perez 

Por el cumpleaños del Sr. Ricardo 

Olmedo 

+Gioan Boatixta Tang Ngoc So 

+Phaolo Ho Van 

+Maria Magdalena Ho Thi 

+Giuse Vu-Van Hong 

 

Monday, April 6 

Purgatorian Society 

Isabella Zocche 

+Jorge Amores - 2nd anniversary in 

Heaven 

 

Tuesday, April 7 

Purgatorian Society 

Michael & Mary Lynch & family 

Por el eterno descanso de +Dora 

Esperanza Merchan 

 

Wednesday, April 8 

Purgatorian Society 

Lucas Zocche 

+Thomas Costello, +Julia Costello, 

+AnnMarie Costello, +Kevin 

Costello & +Rev. John Costello, 

C.Ss.R.  

+Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 
 

Holy Thursday, April  9 

 

Good Friday, April 10 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11 

PLEASE NOTE:   ALL MASS INTENTIONS WILL BE 
SAID, BUT AS DIRECTED BY BISHOP DIMARZIO, WILL 

NOT BE SAID PUBLICLY. OUR PRIESTS WILL BE 
SAYING MASS PRIVATELY 
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Sunday, April 12 

For the People of the Parish  

+Michael O’Connell (anniversary) 

+Thomas Conry 

+Jose Luis Santiago 

+Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 

+Gioan Boatixto Tang Ngoc So 

+Maria Nguyen Thi Lan’ 

+Phero Toma Tran Ngoc Thu 

+Terexa Trinh Thi Tuyet 

 
Monday, April 13 

Purgatorian Society 

Isabella Zocche 

Thanksgiving to OLPH 

 
Tuesday, April 14 

Purgatorian Society 

Thankstiving to OLPH 

+Andrea Luna-Coyotl 

 
Wednesday, April 15 

Purgatorian Society 

The Bagnall Family 

 +Noel Emmanuel Marroquin  

 
Thursday, April 16 

Purgatorian Society 

Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 
Friday, April 17 

Purgatorian Society 

Lucas Zocche 

+Donna Gagliardi (anniversary) 

 

Saturday, April 18 

Purgatorian Society  

+Richard Shaughnessy (birthday) 

+Nancy Egan (anniversary) 

+Erick Veliz 

+Agustina Coria 

+Victor Gonzalez  

Por los 50 ano de vido Maria Isabel 

Cruz Reyes 

 

Sunday, April 19 

For the People of the Parish  

Rosemarie Nardiello 

+Francis Collins 

+Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 

+Mary Brosnan (anniversary) 

Purgatorian Society 

+Ramon Emilio Rodriguez 

+Engracia Lopez-Nieto 

+Edion & Llus Renis 

En Acción de gracias a l 

Divina Misericordia 

+Bladimir Castillo 

+Moises Gallardo 

+Gioan Boatixto Tang Ngoc So 

+Martta Nguyen Thi Al’ 

+Phaolo Phan Trach Minh 

 

Monday, April 20 

Purgatorian Society 

+John Ward (anniversary) 

+Patricia Collins Wolff 
 

Tuesday, April 21 

Purgatorian Society 

Michael Mongelli (anniversary) 

+Marcella Hickey (anniversary) 

Pro-Vida 
 

Wednesday, April 22 

Purgatorian Society 

Lucas Zocche 
For the special intentions of Elizabeth 

Fuentes 
 +Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 
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Thursday, April 23 

Purgatorian Society 

+Michael Sabria (anniversary) 

For the repose of the deceased 

members of the Cullen Family 

Virgen María Auxiliadora 

 

Friday, April 24 

Purgatorian Society 

Isabella Zocche 

+Anthoni Conforti 

 
Saturday, April 25 

Purgatorian Society  

+Arthur Z. Corpuz 

Living & deceased members of the 

Swagman Club 

+Andrea Luna-Coyotl 

+Norma Fuentes Garcia 

+Grizet Lozada 

+Gerardo Santos 

+Gillermo Martin Flores Farfan 

 
Sunday, April 26 

+Elisa Castro 

+John J. Heaney (birthday) 

+Eugene Reilly (anniversary) 

+Juana Trujillo 

Al cumplir gad de su fallecimiento 

Purgatorian Society 

+Lidia Frias 

+Gioan Boatixto Tang Ngoc So 

+Martta Nguyen Thi Al’ 

 
Monday, April 27 

Purgatorian Society 

+Edward & +Philip McGarrity 

+Danny T. Woods (2nd anniversary) 

 

 

Tuesday, April 28 

Purgatorian Society 

+Patrick F. Woods (birthday)\\ 

+Richard P. Fannon 

+Lydia Frias & +Ceferino Frias 

 

Wednesday, April 29 

Purgatorian Society 

+Idanes Lourdes Rodriguez 

Isabella Zocche 
+Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 
 
Thursday, April 30 

Purgatorian Society 

+Mary Crennan (birthday) 

+James Collins 

Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 

Friday, May 1 

Purgatorian Society 

Lucas Zocche 

+Helen R. Ledesmo 

 

Saturday, May 2 

Purgatorian Society  

+Sidney Stacey (birthday) 

+Luis Rivas (anniversary) 

+Laura Negron Anive 

 

Sunday,  May 3 

For the People of the Parish  

+Christopher Serrano (birthday) 

+Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 

Purgatorian Society 

Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

+Aracelis Abreu Leung 

 

Monday, May 4 

Purgatorian Society 

Isabella Zocche 

+William McLaughlin (birthday) 
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Tuesday, May 5 

Purgatorian Society 

+Helen Scullin (birthday) 

+Michael & Mary Lynch & Family 

+Providencia Ortiz Morales 

 

Wednesday, May 6 

Purgatorian Society 

Lucas Zocche 

+Thomas Costello, +Julia Costello, 

+AnnMarie Costello, +Rev. 

John Costello, C.Ss.R. & +Kevin 

Costello 

 +Noel Emmanuel Marroquin 

Thursday, May 7 

Purgatorian Society 

+Celina Rosa Bocaranda Hernandez 

Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 
Friday, May 8 

Purgatorian Society 

+Kathleen Kenny Tobin 

+James Collins 

 

Saturday, May 9 

Purgatorian Society 

+Joseph Ward (birthday) 

+Della & Dennis Sweeney 

Especially during this pandemic, please check our 

website: www.olphbkny.org  
and Facebook: OLPH Brooklyn  

for up to date information.  
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Redemptorist Community 
 

Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R., Rector 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R., Pastor 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. James Cascione, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. William Gaffney, C.Ss.R.  
Rev. Clement Krug, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Joseph Lu * 
Rev. John Murray, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. Francis Skelly, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran, C.Ss.R.* 
 

⃰ Pastoral Associate 
 

 
Chinese Apostolate 
 

Rev. Norman Bennett 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
 
Vietnamese Apostolate 
 

Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran 
 
Parish Deacons 
 

Rev. Mr. Jesús Soto 
Rev. Mr. Hector Blanco 
Rev. Mr. Danny Rodriguez 
 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 

Mrs. Maritza Mejía 
 
 

 
Parish Music Director 
 

Joseph Giordano 
 

Sisters in Residence at O.L.P.H. 
Convent 
 

Sr. Lucille Ann Aliperti, CSJ 
Sr. Patricia Maria Carroll, CSJ 
Sr. Mary Doyle, CSJ 
Sr. Teresa Ryan, CSJ 
Sr. Judith Shea, CSJ Shea, CSJ 
Sr. Maureen Sullivan, CSJ 
Sr. Theresa Wong, IHM 

 
Parish Pastoral Council-2017-2018 
Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, CSsR 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, C.S.J. 
Luis Arias 
Alice Butler 
Tony Coppola 
Julia Fernández 
Joseph Giordano 
Fidel Hernández 
Edwin Li 
Maritza Mejía 
Priscilla Moronta 
Fabian Otavalo 
Stephanie Rivera 
Irma Soto 
John Trandinh  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Staff and Personnel 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish  
Parish Organizations 

EDUCATIONAL: 
 

R.C.I.A. – R.I.C.A. 
Rectory Office 
526 59th Street – 718-492-9200 
 
Office of Religious Education 
5901 6th Avenue – 718-439-1281 
 
 

LITURGICAL: 
 
Music Ministry 
Joseph Giordano – 718-492-9200 
Judy Hernandez – 917-202-0366 
Marcos Marte – 347-749-3556 
 

Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 
– English  
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
718-439-5100 
 

Eucharistic Ministers – Hispanic 
Luis Arias – 718-439-4594 
 

Lectors – Hispanic 
Fidel Hernández – 646-596-0784 
 
Ushers – Hospitality Ministry 
Jorge Barraza –  
Hispanic – 718-419-9041 
Louis Nevilles –  
English – 718-439-6003 
 

Altar Servers 
Rev. Joseph Tran 
Sofia Medina 
 
 

PASTORAL: 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 

Juan Neumann Center 
Redemptorist Immigration 
Services 
545 60th Street – 718-439-8160 
Mon.-Thurs. 9 AM-12 PM, 1-3 PM 
Wed. 9 AM-12 PM, 1-3 PM, 6-8 PM 
Sat. 9 AM-12 PM 
 
Advocate for the Disabled 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. John Murray, C.Ss.R. 
 
Legion of Mary / Legión de María 
Curia – St. Alphonsus Hall – 
3rd Sunday, 2:30-4:00 PM 
Praesidium N.S. del Perpetuo 
Socorro – 
Rectory – Saturday, 4:00 PM -  
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Academy of Brooklyn 
5902 6th Avenue – 718-439-8067 
Principal: Margaret Tyndall 
 
Hijas de María 
First Sunday, 
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Ana Concepción and Ana León 
 
Santo Nombre 
2nd Sunday,  
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R. 
Arturo Vázquez 
 
Cofradía del Sagrado Corazón de 
Jesús 
3rd Sunday,  
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Ana Concepción 
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Cursillistas 
Every Wednesday, 
7:30 PM Upper Chapel 
Eugenia Tlaxcantitla 
 
Prayer Group – Hispanic 
St. Gerard Hall, Fridays, 7:30 PM 
Roberto Rodríguez – 347-461-6621 
 
Jornada – Youth 
Sundays, 1-3 PM, 
Parish Center 
Rev. Charles McDonald, C.Ss.R. 
Stephanie Rivera 
 
Circle of Friends 
558 59th Street – Notre Dame Hall 
Tuesdays, 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Brooklyn Council #60 
5901 6th Avenue, Room 4 
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 PM 
Ben LaSpina – 347-782-8036 
 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Basilica 
Eileen McConeghy –  
Notre Dame Hall 
First Sunday each month 
Mass and meeting: 9:00 AM 
 

Catholic War Veterans 
3rd Thursdays 
 
Al-Anon 
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Sundays, 7:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
Cub Scouts of America 
St. Gerard Hall 
Andres Reinoso 
347-760- 5613 
 
 

SPORTS: 
 

O.L.P.H. Soccer League 
Kevin Henneman – 718-614-4460 
Martin Brennan – 718-836-4178 
 
Swimming Teams – Boys & Girls 
CYO 
OLPH / St. Andrew 
Girls: Charles Boulbol  
917-331-5600 
Boys: Ray Wendt – 718-833- 8047 
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